Report  on  Braille  Needs  Meeting 


held 

March  8,  1991 
at 


American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind 
Louisville,  Kentucky 


Hilda  Caton,  Director 
Eleanor  Pester,  Coordinator 


ft  fa  c 

^ouisvtuue. 


.  Y 
*sl  ' 


iVir‘  J 


Purpose 


The  purpose  of  this  meeting  was  to  discuss  braille  research 
and  development  needs  and  to  set  priorities  for  working  on  these 
needs . 


Participants 


The  following  educators  were  selected  because  of  their 
experience  in  the  education  of  the  visually  handicapped  and  their 
professionalism  and  unique  perspective  of  the  field  to  participate 
in  this  meeting: 

Mr.  Charles  B.  Boyer,  Superintendent,  California  School  for 
the  Blind,  500  Walnut  Avenue,  Fremont,  CA  94536. 

Phone:  415/794-3800. 

Ms.  Lenore  Dillon,  Director  of  Itinerant  Rehabilitation 
Teaching  Program,  Indiana  Department  of  Human  Services, 
Office  of  Services  for  the  Blind  and  Visually  Impaired,  150 
W.  Market  Street,  Indianapolis,  IN  46207. 

Phone:  317/232-1440 

Sister  Meg  Fleming,  Teacher,  St.  Lucy’s  Day  School,  929  South 
Farragut  Street,  Philadelphia,  PA  19143. 

Phone:  215/382-6325 

Ms.  Angela  Pratt,  Executive  Director,  The  Wichita  Council  for 
the  Preschool  Blind,  603  South  Erie,  Wichita,  KS.  67211. 
Phone:  316/681-0522 

Mr.  Fred  Schroeder,  Director,  New  Mexico  Commission  for  the 
Blind,  PERS  Building,  Room  205,  Santa  Fe ,  NM  87503. 

Phone:  505/827-4479 

Ms.  Anna  M.  Swenson,  Fairfax  County  Public  Schools,  Pine 

Spring  Elementary  School,  7607  Willow  Lane,  Falls  Church, 

VA  22042.  Phone:  703/560-5263  or  703/573-2633 

Dr.  Marjorie  E.  Ward,  Department  of  Educational  Services  and 
Research,  Ohio  State  University,  357  Arps  Hall,  1945  N. 

High  Street,  Columbus,  OH  43210-1172. 

Phone:  614/292-8787 


From  APH,  the  following  people  attended  the  meeting: 

Dr.  Hilda  Caton,  Research  Scientist  and  Project  Director 
Mr.  Ralph  McCracken,  Braille  Editor 
Ms.  Eleanor  Pester,  Research  Associate 
Dr.  Tuck  Tinsley  III,  President 


Agenda 

8:00  -  9:00 

Tour  of  APH  with  Beverly  Hassan 

9:00  -  9:30 

Arrival  for  Meeting 

Coffee  and  rolls 

Distribution  of  expense  forms 

Placement  of  orders  for  lunch 

Introduction  of  participants 

Welcome  by  Tuck  Tinsley,  President  of  APH 

9:30  -  10:00 

Review  of  recent  braille  research  at  APH 

10:30  -  10:45 

Presentation  of  needs  by  committee  members 

10:45  -  11:00 

Break 

11:00  -  12:00 

Completion  of  needs  by  committee  members 

12:00  -  12:30 

Needs  from  other  sources 

12:30  -  1:30 

Lunch  from  Subway 

1:30  -  3:00 

Prioritization  of  needs 

3:00  -  3:15 

Break 

3:15  -  4:00 

Summary  of  committee’s  work 

4:00  -  4:15 

Adjournment  of  meeting 

4:15  -  4:30 

Departure 

Procedure 

The  agenda  was  followed  and  all  committee  members  had  needs 
ready  to  share  and  discuss  with  the  group. 


Areas  for  Research 

Outcome 

The  majority  of  the  needs  presented  by  individuals  fit  under 
four  general  areas  for  research  and  efforts  were  made  to  prioritize 
these  areas.  Listed  below  in  order  of  their  priority  are  these 
areas  for  research  with  the  suggested  research  needs  listed  under 
them. 
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I.  Assessment  (Not  just  more  but  better  tests  for  the 
visually  handicapped) 

A.  Diagnostic  assessment  component  of  Guidelines  for 
Literacy  including  but  not  limited  to  the  following: 

1.  Size  of  print  needed  for  reading  and  availability 
of  materials  in  that  size  of  print 

2.  Speed  of  reading  CCTV  compared  to  reading  braille 

B.  Vocational  testing  for  adults  including  subtests  of 
the  following  skills  as  appropriate  for  the  job: 

1.  Ability  to  take  notes  and  read  them  back 

2.  Ability  to  read/write  for  long  periods  of  time 

(work  day  usually  8  hours) 

3.  Reading  rate 

4.  Reading  comprehension 

5.  Writing  rate 

6.  Writing  accuracy 

7.  Typing/keyboarding  speed  and  accuracy 

8.  Ability  to  use  a  variety  of  materials  and  to 
select  the  most  appropriate  material  for  the  task 

9.  Ability  to  organize  work  area 

10.  Ability  to  direct  and/or  supervise  a  reader 

11.  Knowledge  of  available  resources 

12.  Ability  to  communicate  needs  and  abilities 

13.  Ability  to  follow  directions 

C.  Educational  testing 

1.  Similar  to  Key-Math  and  BLAT 

2.  Developed  at  APH  for  specialized  skills 

3.  Not  just  adapted  tests  for  all  areas 

D.  Assessment  for  very  young  children  (preschool) 

— developmental  functional  levels 

E.  Update  Rose-Marie  Swallow's  article  on  tests  for  the 
visually  handicapped 

II.  Organizational  Skills  (On-going  throughout  life 

particularly  for  the  successful  visually  handicapped 
individual) 

A.  Provide  suggestions  for  teaching  at  various  levels: 

1.  identifying  clothing 

2.  labeling  records,  tapes,  etc. 

3.  keeping  track  of  homework 

4.  grooming  and  make-up 

5.  setting  up  files 

6.  stressing  the  importance  for  meeting 
expectations  and  for  speed 

B.  Provide  specialized  materials  for  better  organization 

1.  Book  bags  for  braille  books 

2.  Pocket  folders  and  thin  3-ring  binders  for 
standard  sized  braille  paper 

C.  Provide  a  bookkeeping  system  for  use  by  blind  vendors 
and  others 

D.  Update  Mae  Davidow' s  book  on  social  competencies 
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III.  Materials 

A.  Tactile  books  for  young  children  (birth-6  years) 
similar  to  the  ones  Suzette  Wright  tested  with  print 
and  braille,  color,  mass  produced  using  overlays  like 
those  in  "Jennifer’s  Messes"  whenever  possible,  and 
matched  with  books  available  for  sighted  children 

B.  More  simple  braille  books  for  beginning  readers  with 
print  versions  so  sighted  adults  can  help 

C.  A  Nemeth  Code  reference  or  cheat  sheet  for  teachers 
who  read  print — similar  to  Appendix  B  in  the  Nemeth 
Code  book 

D.  Braille  literacy  materials  for  adults  who  have  never 
learned  to  read 

E.  Thermoformed  computer  paper  for  brailling  cookbooks 
whose  pages  can  be  wiped  off  when  messy 

F.  Guidelines  for  teachers  to  use  with  mainstreamed 
students  to  maintain  their  braille  skills 

G.  A  variety  of  material  in  Grade  1  Braille  for  adults 

H.  A  braille  curriculum  (sample  from  California) 

I.  Sharon  Sack's  transition  materials 

J.  P.E.  and  art  adaptations  and  strategies  for  use  with 
mainstreamed  students 

IV.  Basic  Research 

A.  Anticipated  outcome (s)  of  the  Linguistic  Analysis  of 
Literary  Braille  Code 

1.  Braille  readability  formula 

2.  Possible  recommendations  for  simplification  of  the 
Literary  Braille  Code 

B.  Optimum  order  for  presentation  of  braille  contractions 
for  adults 

C.  Comparison  of  thermoformed  braille  material  and  paper 
braille  material  with  diabetics 

D.  Types  of  errors  made  by  braille  transcribers  and  their 
effect  on  readability 

E.  Evaluation  of  computer  translation  programs,  amount  of 
braille  knowledge  really  needed  for  effective  use,  and 
a  training  program  and/or  certification  for  people  who 
use  translation  programs 

F.  The  effect  of  braille  literacy  on  employment 

G.  The  effect  of  the  number  of  braille  codes  on  braille 
literacy 

H.  The  need  for  eight-dot  braille  being  pushed  by 
computer  programmers  and  the  readability  of  eight-dot 
braille  as  compared  to  standard  braille 

Other  Needs 


Other  needs  expressed  by  the  committee  members  were  classified 
and  recorded  as  follows: 
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I .  General  Concerns 

A.  Timeliness  of  delivery  of  braille  materials 

B.  Putting  more  stress  on  the  usefulness  of  braille  for 
notetaking,  etc. 

C.  Giving  braille  use  a  positive  image — video 

D.  Providing  print  versions  of  beginning  braille  books  so 
sighted  people  can  help 

II .  Suggested  Modifications  to  Existing  APH  Products 

A.  Print  for  Patterns  Library  Series  so  sighted  parents 
can  help  blind  child 

B.  Graph  paper  with  wider  margin  (about  an  inch  on  three 
sides)  for  labeling,  with  holes  at  top  and  bottom  to 
hold  page  in  place,  and  no  right  hand  margin  so  that 
papers  can  be  fastened  together  to  make  larger  graphs 

C.  Hands  that  stay  in  place  on  APH  Clock;  also  reversal 
of  braille  and  print  numbers  for  easier  reading  and 
possible  clicks  at  5  minute  intervals  as  hands  go 
around  the  clock 

III .  Refer  to  Other  APH  Sources 

A.  Lack  of  braille  books  other  than  literacy  available 
(Publications  Committee) 

B.  Lack  of  foreign  language  books  available  in  braille 
(Publications  Committee) 

C.  A  simplified  world  map  (Publications  Committee) 

D.  A  good,  all-purpose  world  atlas  (Publications 
Committee) 

E.  Smaller,  more  portable  light  box  (Developer  of  Light 
Box) 

F.  More  educational  computer  games  for  primary-aged 
children — one-key  response  (Microcomputer  Group) 

IV.  Available  from  Other  Sources 

A.  Braille  covers 

B.  Braille  protractor,  braille  thermometer,  scientific 
talking  calculator,  other  math/science  aids 

C.  Light-source,  reading  stand 

D.  Family  life/sex  education  models,  charts,  etc. 

V.  Refer  to  Other  Sources 

A.  Beeper  ball  modification — vary  speed  and  control 
volume 

B.  Braille  training  materials  for  the  sighted 

1 .  Parents 

2.  Sighted  peers 

3.  Refresher  course  for  teachers 

C.  Handicapped  awareness 

1.  Activities  for  sighted  students 

2.  Braille  books  for  sighted  public  to  examine 
Products  Which  May  No  Longer  Be  Needed  Since  the  Advent  of 
Read  Again 

A.  An  adult  braille  program 

B.  Readiness  materials  for  adults 


VI. 


